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A LIGHT | 


FOR THE 


IGNORANT. 


: A Treatiſe pe Y Wd in the New 
. . Teſtament, is ſet forth three Kingly States or Go- 


vernments, that is, the Civill State, the true Ec- 


cleſiafticall Stare, and the falſe Eccleſi- 
aſticall State. 


VVhereunto 1s added a true definition 
of a Viſible Church of Caxisw. 
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Every plant which my [loreii Father bath not 1 planted, ſhal be 
rooted *p., 
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The Epiſtle to the Readet. þ \ 


VVYEl aFetionated Reader, It is (as thou knoweſt) 2 divine 

4 precept, that we ſhould give Honowr ro whom honexr is due ; 

 Japlying therein,thar no honour 1s due cither to Perſons or things, 

but in alawfull and right way. And hence it is that many of Gods 

deare Servants both have and ſti:1 doe refuſe to yeeld any Rever- 

ence, Honour, Service, &c-unto Arch-biſhops , Biſhops: and their 

dependant Oifices; I ſay, as they are EcclefiafticalIperſons and doe 
adminiſter in their Spirionel Coxrrsas they terme them ; in regard 

they have aſſumed ſuch a Se«ce as is to ſpeake properly and truely 
of it, neither [ure Divine nOr jure Humane, warranted & the wotd 
of God. Bur of this I ſhall nor need to ſay any more, in regard thou 
ſhalt find what here I ſay clear'd & prov'd fufficiemly:viz.that their 
calling is not fro God-cither in a diviveor human refpett,but accord- 
ing to the ſcrip:ures after mentiSned,altogether & every way from 
the Devill.And therfore look unto it whoſoever thou arr,that thou 
(like HMordecay) bow not the knee to any of theſe Amaleks, but on 
the —_—_ God and honour the King; and give reverence 
only to ſuch ordinances as God binds thy Confcience to, either in 
reſpe& of nature or grace , and ſo doing thou ſhalt Give we 
Ceſar the thingsthat are Ceſars, Aud | wa unto IS ings that 
are Geds, And that thou mayſt ſo doe, the Lord ific both 
this and all other good meancs and helpsto thee. 
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A Treatiſe ſhewing, that in the new Teſtament, zs ſet 
forth three King ly States or Governments, that is, 

| the Civil State, the true Ecclefiaſticall- _ 

_ State, and the falſe Eccleſias 

ftacall State. 


» Here are in the new Teſtament of Chriſt Jeſus three 
£9” Kingly States or Governments, The Civill State, 
The tric Ecclefiaſticall State. And the falſe Eccles 
Moy fiaſticall Stare. Two of them are of God : and the 
SS third is of the Devill. They all confilt of theſe Se- 
ven particulars following. | 
In the Firſt place theſe three. politique Regiments hath each of 
= themaKing orhead overthem, * | OS 
£ Secondly » they have each of them anthority power or ſtate 
politique. | 
gs Thirdly, they have books and Charters, wherein their ſtatutes, 
> Lawes, and Cannons arc written. 
1 , Fourthly,Fack of theſe make themſclves Cirties, Corporations 


or bodies politiquee- * | | | 

4 Fifcly, They have Officers and deputies who are their ſeyerall 

Miniſters to and in their bodiesor Corporations. 

A Sixtly, They have Lawes, ordinances,& adminiſtrations for theſe 

- 5. officerstoadminiſter totheir ſubje&s, according totheir ſeverall 

| — fun@wnsinthename and by the power of their proper King , and 

head; from whom they have received theirauthority &in whoſe 

| -\ namethey adminiſter, | 

| Sevenchlie,and laſtlic, they have ſubjeRs or members governed 
.- by and 


by and in their ſeverall polizique States and powers under their 
_ {{ verall heads: 


The Firſt particular Handled. 
Theſe have each of thema King or Head over them, 


The Cirvill State. 
The Eirit is the Scate of Ma ziltracie or civill State, that where- 
in Ceſar is to have his due as King and head,theſe Kings and heads 


are to be prayed for of all Gods people, as their Heacs and goyer- 
nours, Rom. 13.1.2. 1 Tim 2.2, | 


The true Fccleſiaſticall State. 

This ſtate is Chrilts the annointed Pſa 2+ & eAt-s 2 26. whom 
God the Father hath ſer upon the Throne of David, !ſay.9.6.7. and 
he is K'ng of Saings Rev 15.3. Yea the King of Kings & Lordot 
Lords.Rev 17 14 & 19, 16. 


_ Thefalſe Feelefiaſticall State. 


The third is the helliſh ſtate of the beaſt, his Kingdome or ſtate 


of Rome, which inthe 13. Rev.v 2.is ſaid to have hispower from 

the Deviti;alſo he is ſaid to have a Throne : therefore he'ls a King 

Ti,c.He is called the King of the Locuſts which.is,there faid to be 

the Angell of the vorttomleſſe pit, v.11. 

Secondly theſe have each of thee a Kingly ſtate or power Politique 
The Cirvill State. 


This power or Civil ſtate is of God, and is the CharaRer, of 
Gods ſoveraignty over manzis diſplaid by his Cemmunicating the 
ſame unto Kings & ſuch as are inauthority under chem, for'which 
cauſc hee hath ſaid, yee are Gods, and' God miiſt ant is obeyed by 
ftooping and ſubmitting to this power and ſtate, and hcthat refiſt= 
eth his power reſiſteth the ordinance of God Row, 1 3.c. 


The true Ecclefiaſticall State, 

Likewiſe this ſtate is of God, for itisthe Kingdome of his 
deare Sonne, &1s not theCivill ſtate but the Eccleſiaſtical are of 
Chriſt his Church,or power which he recived of his Father ſat. 
28,1 8.after that he rofe again froo the dead, by which power he au. 
thoriſed his Apoſtles & tent the on his errand or meſſage to al the 
world, a4.2 8, wch-powrthe Apoſtles uſed in planting Churches 


and 


and Curch Olhicers, which power Chrif# gives to all the Chxrch : 
of che Sain:$to che end o7 the world,ir is the power given torhem 
to bind and loſe roo, an4from the D-vil , and to right each others 
wrongs. 4£2t.18. it is the ſam: power* and ſtate the Churches 
had co nitted to them by the Apoſtles who reproved the (bnrehes 
for not afjeg it to ſuppreſſe linne and ſinners, x Cor. 5+ with the 
ſeven Churches in Aſia,Rev. $,3.c, theſe and many more arethe 
ſcverall uſes the Lord hath made of this true, Ecclefiaſticall or 
Charch ate, and Government. hy 


The Falſe Ecclefiaſticall State. 

This Angell of the Battemleſſe pic. Rev.9,11.the King of the Lo- 
cuſts hatha ftate,throne,power, and great authority. ReveI 3-2-8.in 
the ſame chap. it is ſaid, he hath powerto cont inue. 43 moneths, 
v.5.that is 126.daycs as +I 2.6, counting each day for a ycare (a8 
the Lord doth in Numbers, 14. 34.and £ze6-4 6.) it is 1260. yeares 

thar is the length or time. of hjscaigne, that ane and the ſame tinge 
which Chrifts Kingdome, under the name of the holy City ſhalbe 
"trod under toot Rev.1 1.2. Likewiſe that is that power or ſtate that 
\the woman or great whore fits or rides upon ; whereby ſheis able 
to Raigne ReveI 3.164% C, 17.45 a Qucene over the Kings of the 
carth. And laſtly , this ſtate is ſo great that it Captivates all Kings, 
Princes,& Emperors,ycaall the wozldof ungodly men, Revit}. 7. 
8. wouders, followes, and worthips this ſtate, or beaſt, and.if they 
will not, he hath (ich power and authority that he will compell 
high and low,rich and poore,bond and free,to ſubmit unto.him, & 
to kill all choſe that.are found refraRory to his tate and power. 
Rev. 13, 15+,.16, 17, This is thie falſe Eccleliaſticall ſtate and 
OWere | . : | 
: Thirdly , theſe have cach of them bookes and Charters 
to declare their minds to their Subjets. 


The Civil State. 
Thirdly,all Kings & goycrnours have Bookes, ſtatutes, and Re- 
cords, wherein are recorded their Lawes Articles, Acts of Parlia- 
ment, likewiſe to Cirics and townes Corporated they give Char- 


_ tors whereby they have power and privilege fromtheir King, & 


alclycs into divers pri- 


head, in his name and powerto igſtate the 
— 5 + T7 vileges 
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viledoes for their matualkgood, j 
wi The true Eccleſiafticall State. 


Evenſo in the next place Chriſt Jelus hath given his lawes unto - 


| Tacob & his Natutes to /ſraeh, his ſtatnte Books are the holy Scrip- 
ture of the Old and New Teſtament, he is faithfull in all his houſe 
- aS was Moſes, Heb.z.2.6. the as of his laſt Parliament which he 
called for be eſtabliſhing of his Kinedome,when he was 40.daics 
"with his Diſciples giving them tawes chrough the Holy Ghoſt c- 
ven till he wascakenup uo Heaven in their fight , a$ we may ſee 
in As. 1 chap. Thoſe bookes called the A#s of the Apoftles,with 
all che Epiſtles and the KrveRrres, intheic the Citics'and Charters 
of the new-Jerafalem'is tobe found with the previledgosthereun- 
- O belonging. $2: 03.29? ' $043 
\ The falſe Ecclefiaſticall State. 
_ This ſm6aky pollitique Stare of the crowned Locuſts or Roman 
"Clttgie Rev.g,3.7; hath Uſtindt byokes fromthe other two fates 
"tharare of God, for this State'vr power Hath Bobkezvf Cannois, 
'Counctls, bookes of Articles;, bookes vf Orditation of Pricſts 
and Deacons; with the Booke' of Homilies, and the booke of 
Coqmion-praper.thg the'poiver and ſtare of this Beaſt, doth more 
'rartowly looke that all be a&recableto theſe bovkes then the orher 
'e wotares doth(as isrtianlfelt bythatRti&eyeTharis hal over all 
in every pariſh ) not onely in forraigne'Lahds , but even in this out 
Kingdom of England, for they of this Kingdome of Darkeneſſe are 
Wiſer & more diligent in theit generatio then the children of light. 
 Foutthly, by verrue of theſe Chatters,rheſe three ſtares .. 
b \make Cities and Corporations, 4codrdidg tetheld * © 
proper & diltin& ſtate & power politique.  * 
| The Civill State... 

In the next place the loyall Subjects of this Regiment under their 
King & Hcad,by vertue of theſc Charters, ecome famous Cities, 
&other inferigr corporatiosagrecable to the tenonr of their ſever- 

alt Charters that they teccived fromtheir Head,8& whethey recei- 


ved theit Charters, hen & by chat meaties they received the State & 


power to become a Cirty ot Corporation under that Head,& when 
they have tmited or incorporated themfelvy inro a'Bodle they are a 
an hoped Die Citty conſtituted 


—— 


pO 


Mo 
ſtitnted,and this Rate'& power theyare entered intogis their forme 
an4 being., and nothing elſe doth diſtinguiſh them from their © \ 


form: r ſtare and condition,but that power and ſtate, that is, their 


ſtate whercin they live moveand hayethcir being politiquely. 
The true Ecclefiaſticall State. Ry 

1n like manner the Subjc&s of this heavenly regiment or Kings, 
dome of Chriſt, by power from himtheir head, doe become vifable 
Churches and bodies incorporated together in his name & power 
Mat. 18. therefore the Church hee lett behind him of 120, were 
of one accord As 1, and to them were united or joyned 3000, 
in thenextchapt. ſo the Saints at Amriveh, becam a body or Church 
whoſe conſtitutiort or incorporation weemay fee to bea/joyning 
themfelves to the Lord Ads r 1. 2. 23+ ſoall the Churches of the 
Saints became bodies politique, and therefore Gods viſible Chur- 
ches arecalled Cities or the Citic of God Pſa. 46, 4. Pſal, 48.12 
8.& Pſal.$7.2 3. Therefore the Saints are called Ciibens Epheſ. 
2. 19.Inhabitamsvf the living God: Heb. $2.32. This|holy Ciric is 
troden under foote'42.Moneths Re. 11. 2.the time of the Reignc of 
the Bcaſt( Re. 13.5 )whoſe raigne is juſt ſo longyge this holy Citic 
is-the »ew Jers/alem that comes downe from heaven-in greatglory 
Rev.z1.the forme or being of his divine Ciity or ſpirituall Bodie 
is the ſtate and power politique inſtituted by Chriſt and given 
his Saints Imde, 3.v.Pſal.133. and thus under Chriſt as their King 
they live,move and have thcir being Politiquely. 


The falſe Ecclefraſticall State. 


$9'the pewer of Satan the Devil hath the wifdome pf the fe- 
cond Beafſt,or falfe Prophertgnot only made to himſelfe a great City 
whoſe power killed Chriſt Rev. 11.8. Thereby pointing us to the ' 
Roman power that ſtill kills his: Saints,for this Citty is ſo power- 
fall chat Che Raigns over the Kings of the earth, & makes them to 
drinke of the cupof her fornicationsstill they be ſo drunke thereby 
that they become her ſervants Rev 17.2-48.&18,32. And by.this. 
falſe Ecclefiaſticall power & ſtare,there arc made lefle Cities called 
the Cities of the nations or(nation Churches )& are of the ſame na» 
ture Re.16.9.28 Daughters to rhe whore & mother of foraicatian, 
of thecarth, thistalle great Catbolique Church.is diſtributed into. 
- 


nations,, 


>. 


$ | 
\ Nations, Provinces, & into every dioccle and parith, as lively and 


« / apparant as the Civill ſtate, is incevery pariſh and in every Houſe 
therein ; {0 thar they live move and have their 'being as Royally 
from this Beaſt-like powers the Saints doe by Chriſt , er ſubj.s 
uader their King - this is. plaine by the daily troubles the poore 
= ſuffer in every pariſh, if chey worſhip not as this power co- 
mandas, ' 

*' Fiftly Theſe have cach of rhem proper and diſtin ojicers 
bcloaging to each polirique State. 
The Crvill State. 

In the firſt place the ſe Cities by vertue of their Charters; .njoy 
their owne oihicers, Mayors Sherifes, Aldermen, and other inferi- 
our Othicers, as their Lord and King bath allotted them,and alſo in- 
fcriour corporations, according as is granted tothem in their Char= 
ter , and they that obey theſe doe well and plcaſe God in keeping 
the firſt Commandement. 


The tru: Ecclefiaſticall State. 


Likewiſe the City of God by vertuc of their charter have right 
to enjoy their owne Biſhops, overſeers or Elders fs 14 23-and. 
chap,20. Tits 1,5,7-Which are not many,yet Wiſedome thar hath 
built her houſe hath found them to be ſufficient , which are theſe, 
Paſtors, Teachers,Elders, Deacons Widdowes, Rom. 12.7.8. Ephe.g. 
11.12 Phi. 1.t. 1 Ti. andthcy chat obey theſe,and theſe onely, 
ſerve Chriſt and obey God in keeping the 2. and 3. Commande- 
ments,thes only being the officers which God by his holy Apoſtles 
hath (ct up inſtituted and placed in his Church tothe end of the 
world: therefore, in Hearing,and obeying theſe we heare & obey 
Chriſt that ſent them Luke 10.36. Math, o. 40, 


The falſe Ecclefoaſticall State. 

'Inlike manner hath this whoriſh City, or Cities , the Falſe Pro= 
phet,or Body of falſe prophets attending upon their forged deviles, 
& humane adminiſtrations, which are almoſt innumirable to'reckon 
frothe Pop to the pariſh clark orParitor, whoſoever obeyes theſe or 
any of theſe, dreaksthe three firſt Comandemenrsfor in hearing & 
obeying theſe they hear & obey the Drago, Beaſt, & whore,that ſer 
them and gave them their authority and Ojhice, that as Reallie as 

8 was 


DJ % mo 
*+& 


we Heare and obey the King by ſtooping and ſubmitting to a 


{onſtable © who (ces not this? ; 

Theſe have each of them proper and ſeverall lawes, ſtatutes, 
ordinances, and adminiſtrations for their {cyerall oghj> 
cersro attend upon, 

The Cirvi'l State. 

Sixtly ,1n this ſtate or in theie Cities are the lawes and ordinances 
of men, tha: the Saints mult obey in the Lord, for though in the 
time of Chrilt and his Apoltles there were no Chriſtian Kings, yer 
the Churches of the Saints were commanded to obey their Lawes, 
Religious Lawes they could nor be, Becattſe the Magiſtrates were 
all infidels, therefore the eApoſtle Peter dittinguiſheth them from 
rhe Divinz , by calling them the Ordinances of men, due unto Cx- 
far, as divine 6bedience is unto God. 

The tru2 Eccleſiaſticall State, 

Even ſo this City of God with their cjhcers are to obſerve what- 
ſoever Chriſt hath commandec them Math, 28.20. the Church of 
Corinth kept th:m 1 Coy.11. 2. and Pauls charge to Timothy is to 


teach the Church to obſerve al without prefering one before another, ache 
would anſwere it before Chriſt Jeſus and hs Eleft Angels, Thelc divine 


things are due to Chrilt Teius, and to him, & to him onely belongs 


this viſt ble worſhip [oh.4.21, 22:23. 
The falſe Ecclefraſticall State. 
The Lawes & adminiſtrations of this whoriſh Church,are partly 


their owne Inventions ', contained in the Bookes, formerly na» 
med, with ſome divine truthes which uſurped they injoy , which 


truthes they uſeas a help to ſet a gloſe .upon their inventicns : that . 


they may paſſe with a berter acceptation, but borh' Divine and dc - 
viſed are conſecrated & dedicated by the Beaſt, and are admini- 
ſired by his Officers and power, | 
| Seaventhly, All theſe three have their Subjes or people 
which ehcir politique Bodies conſift of, 


The Ciwvill State, 


Laſtly , this State harh Subicts, which arethe Kings alleiged 
people , and are bound ro h:mtheir H2ad, by the Oath of alleige- 
ance,& as any of them do purchaſe a Charter from him to become 
| B a Cittie 
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a Cittic or Corporation, they are bound by vertue of their Char- 
ers to walke ſubauflively to. him their politique head, and inthar 
relation are by duty bound to keep the Lawes of their Charters in 
his name and power, which is their politique obedience, 
This Civill State is Gods Ordinance » and is here torrowed to 
Iiluſtrate, manifeſt, and fer torththe other two in the former par- 
txwar, and (o we leave it, 


The true Ecclefiaſticall State. 


.So-in thelaſt place, the SnbjeRs of this State are only Saints & 
noe other, that is,fuch as by the Rule of the word are to be jadged 
ore of another to be in Chriſt, otherwiſe they have no11zht to this 
Kingdome 7 Cor. 4. 20. Chapt. 5.13. But are intruders ud 4.verſc, 
and ſo not of the Kingdome, though m the Kingdome, 1 John 
2, 19. and the Saints are our of their places till they come within 
this Holy Citty. 

- To this State all Gods people are called, both out of this world 


and all falſe Churches, eſpecially from this Regiment of darknefle 
there deſcribed. 2 Cor. 6, 17. & Kev. 18.4» 


The falſe Ecclefiafticall State. 
Laſtly,the Subj<&s of this Kingdome of darknes are all the In- 


/ habirants of the Earth,Kings and Subjedts,Rev.t 3.16.8 Chap,18 3, 
Yea, it hath a commanding power,bond and free, to receive a mark 


of ſubj<ion and ſervitnde , there is none ſo bad bur will (crve his 
tarne, if any prove too good hee caltsthem our, .kills and deſtroyes 
Rev. 11. 7» 

This is the State and Kingdeme of darknefſe with which the 
Devill hath deluded all nations from which all Gods people & Ser- 
vantsS2re bound in duty to ſeparate , that ſo they may be free from 


that wrath of God which ſball fal luponthe Kingdome of the Beaſt 


tothe Ruine & overthrow thereof Kev.18.4.5-& 19,20. & 14. 9z 
IO, ITs : | 
* Leaving the premiſles let every onenote theſe enſuin 


_ differences or diſproportions, that are betweene the 
2 Eccleſiaſticall States, for their different natures. 


| . The true Ecclefpaſticall State. 
The Fic} difproportion betweene the true. and falſe State is, 
| . n 


In 
in the Origina!l from whence they ariſe. The erne State came from 
_ Heaven,and is the houſe of wiſedomes butiding Pro. 9,1 wherin theg _ 
Sonne of God, the wiſedome-of his Father, Heb. 1,3. hath becne & . 
faithfull as was Aoſes in the former Heb... 2. 6,8 is that Heaven 
deſcribed Rev.1 2,1.ardthat City faid to come downe fiom Heaven. 
Rev. 21 , and is an habitation for God to dwell in, and for all his 
people to come into:to dwell with God their Savioar,for the name 
of the Gity is» the Lord 15 there, Ezec.laſt Chap.and laſt ver. 


The falſe Ecclefraſticall State. 


 Likewifeitis no hard Myſtery to know the Originall of this falſe 

Ecelcfiaſticall State,for the Clergy,(as Goodwins Catalogne of Biſhops, 
Pox hi Booke of martyrs,& Rev.g.& 13.ch.& by their Preaching & 
writing hath raught us plainely that Antichrilt the man of (iane,the 
Sonne of perdition is ſeated in Rome,and the ſame Clergy doth a'ſo 
reachus, that their Miniſtry & Governments of Bi{beps, Arch-B. 
ſucceſſively proceeds from thence, & for onr confirmation herein 
we read that Gregory the firſt of that name, Pope of Rowee,about 1000 
yeates ſince,ſent Juſtin the Monke into Explana & conſecrated him 
firſt Arch-B.of Canterbary, and he conſecrated the reſt of the B. and 
eltabliſhed the Eccleſiaſtical ſtate, whigh ſtare & platforme remaines 
un-altcred to this day, notwithſtanding the Head thereof be chan- 
ged. This ſtate then being the man of ſinne, it is ſaid to ar;ſe out of 
the Bottemoles pit Rev.g.1.&1s called the King of the Lecufts, Rev. 
9.11-& is ſaid ro come by theefeRuall working of Sachan 2 T hef. 
2. 9. and as he is the Sonne of perdition,v,z. and the Myſtery of Ini- 
quity,v. 7. ſo ſhall he come to confuſion by the mouth of the Lord 
ve 8, & go to perdition Rev. 17.8. as the Sonne and heire thereof, & 
he ſhall have the company of his Father, the great Dr4pox the 
Devilland Satan, with the younger Brother the faiſc Prophet, that 
deccived them that worſhipped him,theſe three ſhall dw: il in the 
tormenting lake of Gods: wrath for ever and evermore Rev. x9, 
20.8 20.10. And thus we fee Originally from whence hee came, 
and whither he muſt goe, 


The true Feelefiaſticall State. 


- -A Second diſproporrionis, betweene the true. power and the 
falſe, Therrue power which Chriſt our King hath received of = 
B 2 | Father 


| 4.44++a «44 yy Vi iis 
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© Father, Math.28.18,and hath communicated to his Saints 1 Cor.5 
-44: 22.and Pſal.1i19.,and ro them onely; This 1s that Dominion that - 
þ Fihe Ancient of daies hath given to his Saints, Dan, 75. 14. compared 
with ver-22-27.and wirh Revel 5.10.& being lo(t he will recover 
it againe unto th:m as Damel ſpeakes , and in the New Teſtament 
isgiven to every particular viſible Church or Afembly of Saints 
Hat 18,17,19.20, and I Cor.5. 12. In which point of power we 
are to note two things. Firlt the Subje& or place where it doth 
refide, that is, in the Body or Aſſembly of the Saints, as the former 
ſcriptures largely declare. Secondly, that they were not forced nor 
compelled to ſubmit to this power, butas the love of God ſhed 
' abroad in their hearts,& the Doftrine of the Apoſtles bythe power 
of the ſpiritcauſed them freely and willingly 'ro ſubmit themſelyes 


natoit, Aﬀtsz. 4r. for Chriſt and his Apoſtles never uſed any 
mcanes to bring his Saints into his Kingdome, 


The falſe Ecclefiaſticall State. 


So in like manner the Dragon that Old Serpent Revel, 12. 
gave to his Sor of perdition the Beaſt, his power & throne & great 
authority, Rex. 1 3.2, And this man of ſinne hath conveyed to all his 
Clergy his power, by vertue whereof,they are all rulers & mer; of au- 
thority in all nations where he hath eſtabliſhed them, as is declared 
Rev. 9 Chapter & 10 firſt verſes,where it is ſaid,they have Crownes 
upon their heads like gold,that 1s,connterfait power and authority, 
& by vertue of this power politique , - are made one ifitire body: po- 
litique , under one head & King ſo called, ver, 11. and are diſtin& 
from the Layety, living in & by the praiſe of this power, with re- 
feence to that Head, though they be never ſo farrediſperſed or 
remote from him ; this being obſerved, the diſproportÞhn will ap- 
peare in theſe two particulars- 

Firſt, the ſubject place where this power doth reſide,it being in 
"the body of the Clergy, the Laicty being excluded though never ſo 
high or great inplace,as Judges, Juſtices, Lords,& Knights &c. they 
rcfufing it as a matter not belonging to them, but to the Clergy. 
Secondly,this power compeclls all in all nations, will they,nill they, 
tocome under this Government» and toobey his power and autho- 
rity Rev.13-8416, where it is {aid, he made all great and ſmall, rich 


and 


HE 
and poore, free and bondsto ſubmit ro-him.elſc they ſhould noe tid 
nor tell nor live, ver, 17,and ch. 1179 | 


The true Eccleſia /ticall State. \ . 


A Third diſproportion ſhall appeare in this,Every Kingdome or 
politique ſtate whether Civill or Eccleſiafticall, hath their ſeveral” 
bookes and Charters, wherein 1s contained the Platforme of their 
ſeverall governments, fo every Church 1s knowne by its owne are 
ticles, Cannoas,and Conſtitutions, ſo that they that will know what 
Church Miniftry and worſhip Chriſt and his Apoltles hath planted 
3n the new Teſtament after -the Ceremoniall was aboliſhed, they 
muſt readthe Ads of the Apoſtles with the Epiſtles Aits 6. 4. 
x Cor, 14-37. Revel,22, 18.19, Yeaithe whole new Teſtament, and 
there they ſhall finde Jeſus Chriſt our Lord and King , his Bookes 
of Cannons, Articles and Ordination, to guide and direA the Chur- 
ches of the Saints in his Kingdome unto the end of the world, 

The falſe Ecclefiaſticall State. - 

Alſoin the falſe State, they that would know what government, 
Church Miniſtry , and worſhip , the man of finne hath eſtabliſhed , 
he mnlt view his Platforme contained in his Booke of Cannons, 
Articles,and Ordination of the Prieſ#s & Deacons,his Bookes of ho- 
milies and Common Prayers , for in them is contained thoſe inſti- 
rations, Lawes and ordinances that he hath eſtabliſhed, but how con- - 
trary to the Scriptures of the Old and New Teſtament , they that 
are Spirituall in part doe know, and how Obedience to them1s infor- 
ced,and divine Lawes omitted and laid afide, the poore Saints doe 
find and fecle to their ſmart, 


-* Thetrue Ecclefiaſticall State. 


A Fourth Diſproportion, This State makes not Nationalt nor 
Provinciall politique Bodies, but onely particular Congregations or 
aſſemblies of Saints, as in /#dea one Nation}; yet divers Churches 
Gal.1.22.50 in Galatia one Nation;yet many Thurches, ver: 3.like- 
wile eA/ia hath ſeaven ſeverall Churches ver. 1.1 1-and where there 
was but one, the Holy.Ghoſt ſpeakes in the lingular number , as the 
Church at Rome, another at Corinth , another at Co/eſia, anotherat- 
Theſſalonica, and the like, gp” 

Secondly, the Congregations of our Lord Chriſt come freely and 

willingly 


- 
"_ 
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wilingly as ſo many living ſtones, 1 Pet. 2.4. 5+ voluntarily uniting 
themſclves together, whereby they becoine A Spirituali houſe and 


| p 4 Royal Prieſt-hood, ver. g.and arc hereby capable of performing the 
publique worſhip of the New Teſtament, wherein they are to offer 
| as Living ſacrifices their Soules andBodies, Rom 12. 1.and by faith to 


have Communion with their Mediator, Heb, 12.24.45 he hath pro- 


wiſed to all ſuch aſſcmblics. gathered in his name and power Rev. 
21. 3 Math. 18. 19. 20. which is the forme and being of this their 
viſible and politique unton & communion Eph. 2, 20.21, 12. Col. 
2.19, Thirdly, the viſible Churches of Chriſt are independent 
Bodies, there 1s Equality or a parity amongſt them - that 1s, they 
arc all alike in Turi{diction & authority, they are all Golden Candle- 
ſticks Rev.r. 20. they are every one of them a Ieruſalem compa&t 
together within it ſelfe P/al. 122.3. compercd with Heb. 12.22. 
having each of them whole Chriſt for their mediator,that is, Prie/f, 
Prophet, and King, and thereby enjoy all his power and all 
his promiſes, and all his Lawes and ordinances, with all hisliber- 
tics and privileges. 

Fourthly and Laſtly > in theuſe of theirliberty which they en- 
joy from and under Chriſt their Head, and dwels in the whole bo- 
dy,in the uſe whereof they are inabled to exclude finne and ſinners 
and ought that offends God or them 1 Cor.5.13.2 Theſ.3. 14, AF, 
3. and to eſtabliſh among them ſuch Officers,Ordinances, and Ad- 
miniſtrations as cheir Lord and King hath given them for their com- 


' fort and profit, by this power they can examine and try Falſe tea- 


chers, Rev. 2.2. they can reprove and admoniſh proud ones,and ex- 
hore the negligent, Col. 4. 27. thus their power and liberty from 
Chriſt their head , becomes a great benefit and a great good to the 
whole body,in theſe and divers others particulars ot great weight. 


The Falſe Ecclefiafticall State, 


But this Falſe State brings ten Kingdomes into one politique 
bodygſtev.17.12,13-15.8 hath ſet heads over nations to bring them 
. Inte politique bodies Eccleſiaſticall, as for example, Englandis one 
politique body Eccleſiaſticall , (as well as Civil) under one Arch- 
Biſhop of Canterbury, and Pope of Lambeth. and by the finewes and 
| bonds of his Eccleſiafticall power the whole hand as one _ is 
| | ot 
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knit and bound to that Eccleſiaſtical Head, by vertue of that Ro-, 


mi(h auchoriry that hee (ucceſſively doth exerciſe , and hathrecei- 
ved from Auſtin ihe Monke, who conſecrated , authorized & ſent 
into this Lan4 to eſtabliſh this power according to Pope Gregorins 
his will witcdome and power. | 
"Farther , this falſe State hath left no liberty nor power to any 
perſon good or bad, Rev. 13.7.8. but compels and forces all in the 
name and power of Antichriits ſucceſſors, will they,nill they, have 
they faith or no, conſcience or no conſcience, this beaſt will be ſer» 
ved and obeyed of all ſtates degrees and conditions , of all people 
inthe world ver.15.16. 17, ſo that there is noe Ecelcfaaſticall body 
of his making whether ir be the great Carholique Babylon, Revels 
I6, I9.or Nationall,'or Provinciall ,or Parochiall bodies, but this 
Bealit firit made or framed them, and ſtill by the force of the ſame 
authority doth compell them to aflemble and worthip in his name 
and power, which power is the tome and being of their viſible ang 
Politique union and Communione 
 Againethe viſible Churches which are in the Kingdome of the 
Bcalt, are neither independent nor free bodies,therefore the great 
City 1s called by the Holy ghoſt, Sodeme & Egype ; for her filthynes 
& bondage Rev. 11. 8: fo that there hath not 1n Europe one patiſh 
beene found free from ipirituall Egyptian bondage inflited npon 
them by ſome taske Maſter of the Clergy,as the Parſon and Charch- 
Wardess,who force and driyc (by ſpirituall tyranny over the conſci- 
ences of men) to their falſcly 1o called ſpirituall Courts , to whom 


they are in bondage, and upon whom they do eſſentially depend,& 


ſo are notindepende nt, neither have they any power, or liberty to 
procure truth or abandon Errour in their publique worſhip. 
And Laſtly, theſe poore Captivatcd laviſh aſſemblies have noe 


| libertie or power of Chriſt among them, but a great power over 


them that keepes them in a ſpirituall 'bondage,and their affemblics 
conlitts of ſinners of all ſorts, for they have no power of reproving 
or exckiding ſinne or ſinners,they muſt take ſuch officers as the Bi- 
(hops ſends them be they never fo bad,andthey have noe power to 
exclude or refuſe them, and.if they prove good, they have no power 
to kcepethem, neither car» they. keepe themſelves there , except 
they ſubm.t to; and pratiſc ſuch ordinances, Laies and adminiſtes- 

- "to 


- 


w 


| 


" 


76 

2 -£10n$,AsS arethe inventions of men and will-worſhip, and fo breake 

., fy -the ſecond commandement>fothat they have no power todo'them= 
{e{vesany ſpiritual! good, or to exclude from themlelves any (pirt- 
_ruall evil or trurr, but being injoyned by cheir ſpirituzll rask-ma- 
ſterstoaſlembleto Chutch, they goe, and when they preſent them 
to their Courts, they runne, & being commanded to do this or thac 
in their publique worſhip,they doe it,though. it be contrary to God 
and their own conſciences.In theſe and divers Other particulars this 
power thatis overthem is to their excecding great hurt & damage. 


The true Ecclefiaſticall State, 


The Fift diſproportion lies in their Officers or Miniſters, which 
'weareto obſ{crve thus | 

Ficſt in their number , Chriſt Jeſus our Lord and King hath in- 
ſtitarted and ordained onely five,” which are ſpecified, Rom. I 2.7.8. 
Phil.1,1. 1 Tim. 5, for though our Lord hath ordained in his 
Church for the Foundation thereof; himſelfe being the chiefe cor- 
ner ſtone, Apoſtles, Prophets , and Evangecliſts, yet not ſucceſſively 
T—_ but cheſe Five onely are to continue to the end of the 
wor , 

Secondly, theſe Officers and Miniſters of Jeſus Chrilt , haye not 
onely tacir authority from the particular congregation, but do ori- 
ginally and naturally ariſe out of the ſame Afs 1.23.26.and 6.3.8 
I4.23.Notethat inthe ew Tranſlation', the word Eleition is left out of 
the 23.verſe,For before there be any Orhcers in the Church there is 
inſtituted by the Holy Ghoſt divine offices, fan&tions,or adminiſtra- 
tions;as voyde and empty roomes, Pſal22. 5. Rev 4.4.8 cha.20.4. 
for the Saints which dwell in that City of God to ſupply with fit 8& 
able petfons,to performe thole [everall adminiſtrations which God 
hath ordained and commanded them , and for the authoriſing of 
cheir Odfcers,they have Chriſt walking amongſt them as in one of 
his golden Candleſticks, holding them in the right hand of his 
Kingly anchority, Rev. 1,16.by theſe divine deputies he rules them 
as a King, tcacheth them as a Prophet, and feedes them as a Pricit 
with his moſt ſacred body and blood. | 


Yhe falſe Ecclefiaſticall State. 


Burthe officers ofthis falſe ſtate are che whole body ofthe pro 
| atlNO 


T5 
atmoſt immmerable, if we ſhonld reckontheir ſeveral} orders &: ; 
diftin&wn of degrees, as Pope,Cardinals,P atriarchs, DV * 
trepetitans , Arch-biſheps, Lord biſhops, Deanes, Chancellors V icar- 
Gezeralz, Prebends, Arch-deacons; Snbdeacons, Doftors of the Ci= ww * 
vill Law, Dottors of Divinity, Proftors, Regiſters, Canons, Pory-" 
Canons, Chamers, Preiſftss Jefnits, Pariſh-preiſts, Parſans, Vicars, \ 
Curats, Deacons Vefremen, Church-wardens, Swornemen, Sidemen, / 
Pariſh-Clarks, Sextons, Purſevants Summononrs, Apariters , with a 
mulcitude more which wouls tire a man to reckon them a'l vp,their 
being well nic fix{coreinall ofthis rabblezand as Ieſug Chriſt & hig 
Apoftles never knew them nor aprovedly ſpoke of then, but ra- 
ther gave warning to the Saints that they ſhould rake heede of 
ſuch, tor ſuch werero come 2 Pet.2.1. Mar, 24. 24. and the Saints 
have wofull experience that thcy are comezfor they have becn pla- 
gued with them this thouſand yeares &more.Yct the time approch 
eth and is neere, when they ſhall bee conſumed with the Breath 
of his mouth and brighrneſle of his comming 2 Theſſ,2.8 that rides 
wpenthe white Horſe Rev.19.11,12,15, for their Kingdome ts mo= 
m.ntary, and his is Evcrlaiting, 
Likewiſe thele orfices riſe not out of the particular aflembliesgnei- 
ther have the aſſemblies any oxjices or tuncions, properly in them, 
nor atty power or authority to produce or raiſe ofhcers ol of them 
felves, for the Clergy area particular body diltin& from the Layc- 
ty, having their conſecrations, Olices and authority fiom and a- 
mongſt themſelves,and {oe {cnt by rheir Eccichalticall Heads,and 
bring their Oifice and authority with chem,as matters not belong» 
ing to the aflſembiyes, ang{o by vercue of that Ecclclialticall Power 
rule over them as Lords, and tcacherh them as that power allowes> 
and commands chem, uſurpedly adminiſtreth ſpirituall foode unco 
them, and ſo by Initation beguileth the ſimple» and affroats the 
AdJminiltcation of the medntourſhip.of Chriſt leſs, 


| The #rue Ecclefeaſticali State. 

ASixt Diſproportion is the diffcrence betweene their Lawes - 
and Adminztrations, as every City and Corporation have their 
Lawes amdngitthemſveles by vermue of their Charters {rom'their 
King, Byen fo hath every — from Chriſt their Kingy 
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* by vestue oftheir Charter, which: is the new Teſtament, in 
offeſlion amongſt themſelves all Lawes & ordinances,as Chriſt by 


his Aþoltles Afar. 28.20.hath committed o them, Charging them. 


; w und:racurſeto keepe from adding or diminiſhing to or from theſe: 


YivingLawcs AF, 1.2.2.1 Cor,13.3. 2Theſetaty.Rev.22.18,19. 
- Secondly,.as the difference 1s great in the number of their offf- 
cer$,the true being few, &rthe falſe being innumerable, ſo of neceſ- 


| ſity muſtthe difference bein the lawes and adminiſtrations agree= 


able to.the number of Oihcers: which particulars I muſt omit, as. 
a matter tolarge for this place;zyet notethiis by the way- that one of 


the firſt Laws in Chriſts Churchis the ordinanceof Prophecie, 1 Cor. 


14.1,t0 the end of the chap.that is,that it is not,only the liberty, bue 
the duty of every man in the Church.that isableto teach 8& preach 
to the edifying of the body,ſo to do(provided he keepthe proporti- 
on of fayth, that is,the bounds of his owne knowledge, Rom. 2.6, 


The falſe Ecclefiasticall State. 


* But as hath becne fermerly ſaid, the falſe Church hath no power 
nor Chatter,nor efice,for all theſe things are locked up within the 
body of the Clergie, fo is it as true that they are deſtitute of all 
lawes or adminiſtrations, amongſ{tthemſctves,ſothat all thak have 
at any time is brought tothem by theſe Crowned Stinging meſ-. 
fengers of that authority,as Common ſence and reaſon proveth:thar 
the Clergic being a politique and diſtin body of themſelves from 
the Laicty; having all power andauthority Ecclefiafticall-in them. 
felves,muſt of neceſſity have all lawes ordinances and adminiſtrati- 
ons in themſelves, whether they be divine( which they have by 
vſurpario)or kuman,by their own Inventio;they only poſfefie them 
and have power to uſe them» not fearing,adding, or detraRting,the 
Lay congfegations being altogether paſſive hereingil their Jnjun- 
Rion makethem ative. 

$5 the lawesandordinances of this ſtate being innmnerable( ag- 
their officers are ) ]:muſt omit for- to name them, as their ſeverall 
falſe holy things: Kneeling in the aRt of receaving , Signing -with 
the Crofle in Baptiſme,. Churching of women,Reading Prayers, 
with the Conſecrating of Dayes, Times,Places, Perſons, Gar-- 
gxacs,, withtheir Anoynting of the. Sick, and vnholy oy. of- 
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conſecration , with other innumerable invention, not worthy as 
place in Chriſtians thoughts,onely note the oppolition of their [z\y <a 
againſt the law of Chriſt, in vehement prohibiting and ſtronfily . © 
barring all{ Lay men as they callthem )* from preaching,*thas let 
Chriſt give never foe greatabilitiesor guifts tolay men, the - ij 0 
never {uffered to make any publique vic of them, but iti hol be ** { | 
prophanenefle and ſacrilegious preſumptioniſo to doe, and this pro * 
hibirion of the Clergie is and hath been ſo vniuerſal,thar it reacheth 0 
rothe foure Corners of the earth, and with holdeth this ſpirituall 
windeof Criſt Iefus inthe mouth of his Saints, that it ſhall not 
blow upun them that are in theearth, Revel,7. 

The true Ecclefraſticall State. 


A Seaventh Diſproportio is betwixt their ſubjets ormembers,the 
ſubje&sor members of Chriſts Kingdom or Church muſtbe belcev- 
ing Diſciples,they mult bee Saints by Calling,& ſanRified in Chriſt- 
Jelſus1Co.1,2.they muſt be living ftones to build his houſe withall 
1 Pet.2.5-luch as theſe and theſe onely are enzoyned* to obſcrvye 
whatſoever he commands them, to theſe only is his Kingdom and 
dominio glven,theſc be they that are crowned as Kings,anoynteda 
Prieſts,the mediatour himſelfe being theirs,& he hath commitred 
the adminiſtrationof his mediatorſhip in his Church to them.Bat go. 
theWicked ſaith God,what haſt thouto dowiththele things. Pſa.50.16 
Thouhaſtnot a wedding garment, therefore binde him hand & foote &- 
caft him out as leaven dangerous te hirt the body i( or 5.7 .For withaut 
fhalbe dogs & inchanters and thoſe that lone & make lyes Reves22,5 1 
But withinthere ſhall be no vacleane thing Rev.22.27. 


TheFalſe Ecclefiaſpicall State. | 

But the SubjeQs of this foule body are ail uncleane and hatefull - 
birds, Reve] 18.2-the Cage that holds them being the Ecclchiaſti- 
call ſtate of Romezis become the habitation of Devils &the hold of 
every foul ſpirit, ſo that the unficreſt members which they can leſt 
indure or ſuffer amongſt them,are the conſcious ſaints,they are the 

ſooneſt turned our, cut off and killed by them Rev.1 3.15.butyetif 
theſaints,or Chriſt himſelfe can by temptations or compuliton be 
drawne to worſhip the Devill,he will have ic of them ar.4-59 for 
he-will have all the world to worſhip him,if high and low, T1chand 

6 C2. ._  poore © 
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*. -poore,vond and free, be al rhe world, he will compel them to bee 


gg —abjts or members in his black Regiment. Rev-13,16-17. 
> Fprtheſe dwell and rule, make & change lawes and times in this 
th-ir.habitation which 1s the bottomlefic pir,as the Father Sonne & 
+ Oy Ghoſt doin their habiration,which is the New [eruſalem. 


f : \ \Tve trite d-finit:on of a viſible church 
\ of Jeſus Chriſt. 


Har every true Viſtble Church of Chriſt, onght tobe made up, of aCompany of farthfull 
people Called, aud Separated our of the » Lev. 20 26.Deut.q.6. TP ſal. 24.2.4.1/a.26. 
2. 35,10.&60.21.&62.12 pROTIIAES Atf2.40.& 11.12.26. Rem. .y.1.Cor. 
F.2. 3 Cor.6.15,16.Keyel. 1.2.7.0 23.14.15. And by the Word of God joyned together in 
the Fellowſhip of the Goſpell,/Uecut.26.6,1, 2 King,11.17.3 Cor,rg.12.Neh 10.26 I#1.50.4,5, 
At, 11.23.24 by free and voluniary profeſſion of Faith, and ebalien to Chriſt, without any 
bodily outwa.d conſtraint, pſal. 110.3. AF 2.41. 

2. Thatevery true viſible Church of Chrift,is an independent Body of it ſelf, Revs r,2,3.Chap- 
ters, and hath Power from Chrift her Head, Epi 1.22.& 5.23.C0.1.18.to binde and locſe, to 
r&cerve th, andcaft ont, by the keys of the Kingdome, P/al.:49,8,9. Mar 18.17,18,1 Cor.z0 
455-13. 2 Cor 9.%,8. . 

p . That Jeſus C as 4 according to his Fauhfulneſſe, hath bequeathed and left to his 
Chrrch , perfeRt Laws tor the Government thereof , which are unalterable and unchangeable 

 #n all rimes, age: and places, by any the (onnes of men. Aﬀ.z.22,23*2.Thefſ,z.ts,1n Tims, 
1%,15,:0, Heb,z, 2.5, compared with Exud 39,43, Alſo he hath by his laſt wiland Teſta- 
went, giver unto, and ſet in his Chwch,ſufficient ordinary Officer: . with their Qual#fications, 
emanner-ot Callings, Worke and Aaimenance, for the Adminiſtration of holy things,and 
for the ſufficient ordinary Inftrigion, Guidance, and Service o. his Chwch, to the end 
of the world, Aa. 28,19,70 Rem 12,8,8, Eph,a,ti,1y,13, Gal,6,5s and thatall the ordi- 
nary Officers in the Church of Chriff, which to theend of the world; areto officiate there- 
in, arc but onely five, namely , Paſtor, Teacher Elder, Deacon and Widdow, Att 20,19, 

28, Phil.i,r, x Tim. 3,0,17, and Chapter 5, Titws,1,5,7. 

'4- Thatevery true Viſible Church of Teſws Chriſt, hath Power and Authority of it ſelfe a- 
lone without the helpe or aſſiſtance of any othe 1 Church or Officer, to ele, chcolſe or or- 
daine her own Olkctrs, .AF16 3,5,' & 14 37,Anditihey walke irregular to admoniſh and 
reproystliem, At}, 11.z, 3,C00,4,r7, 1 Tim, 3. 19,and if chry comriinwe obfitinate incheir finne, 
ap will not be reformed, then they have Power and Authority 10- diſplace them,and put out 

: - of Otfce. 
i® 5. thatthe fate of every true Viſible Church of Chriff, and the mater thereof are two dil- 
tin& things,and that the Fate of it 15 that City of God Tpeken of Revel. z1,zz,the Church,in the 
midſt of which Crit 1cfus the Tree of Life is , and 15 the light of it, and is that Candleftick, 
which he threarned to 7e:move from tbe Church of Epheſus, Rev. 7. That $10n 1n which the 
Lord Awelleth, whac! he with his preſence doth make ygied, Pfal, 9,1i, & 4634,5,&@ 68, 
16, ITer,8,3, And whece he hath promiſed his bieſſmg with increateand growth of Grace, Pat , 
142,13,14915,16,& 1339 3,8, Where ozelyand atone his People are publikely to heare his 
- »Word, and to Werſbrp and ſerve him, and to eek his Promiſed preſence #lefſing and protetFion 
Ifa,+6 ,z0.% 17,3. Secinghe hath declared that he ws rexrible and dreadful ont of rhiyhis buſy 
place, Pſal. 68 35, Wherefore he Commandeth all his fairhfull ones ro ha © nathingiedoe, 
either3 n publike Hearing ofhis Wo d, cr in partaking of any »f their Adminiftrations in 
fatfe Affemblies , which are Whores-Houſts , mnato the doores "of which his People 
are not to come mgh,nuch leife tocuer iaro them-prov.s 446. 8.6K 9:13, 16,18, whichif rhey 
*doe, they cannot cxpe@icallig, or peace, bur a turſe,tſa.'13. 14, & 39 8,9,16.1). Dewt.32. 
31532, 33+ For he hath threazncd to curſe thoſe bleſſings thin ers got infulſtwayet andipethes,, . 


AMal.2.2. 
| | FINIS. 
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